
Good afternoon W.C. Miller families, 
 
In addition to the attached letter from BLSD about the two-week period of remote learning in January 
we wanted to provide some additional school specific information so you know what to expect in the 
new year. The government has outlined very different rules and expectations for this remote learning 
period compared to the spring suspension of classes. This letter will outline the new learning plans and 
expectations. 
 
Students were divided into green and gold groups for in person learning in semester one.  This will 
change for the period of remote learning as students will be expected to attend online daily and green 
and gold groups will be merged for instruction.  Classes will follow our usual bell schedule noted below 
and teachers will meet online with each of their classes every school day at the start of the period to 
teach and outline expectations for the hour-long class.   Attendance will be taken every period so 
parents should continue to call the school to excuse absences if your child is unable to attend online 
learning (please note that exceptions for students without internet access are detailed later in the 
letter).  There will be a total of 5 hours of course work per week for students for each of their classes 
including a minimum of 2 hours per week of online live/synchronous instruction per course. These 2 
hours of online instruction may be divided up throughout the week; teachers will share more 
information with students on the specifics of their class schedule. The key point is that students should 
plan to be online daily at the beginning of each class. 
   
 Period 1 8:55 – 9:55  Period 4 12:10 – 1:10  
 Period 2 10:00 – 11:00  Period 5 1:15 – 2:15 
 Period 3  11:05 – 12:05  Period 6 2:20 – 3:20 
 
Individuals that do not have home internet or are unable to stream live instruction should connect with 
their teachers before the break to discuss connectivity and communication plans for the two-week 
remote learning period.  Students who are unable to join classes online will be required to engage in 2 
phone calls per week per course from their teachers to review and discuss learning and progress.  
Attendance for these scheduled phone calls will be recorded. Our plan is to have all required print and 
resource materials distributed before the break.  We will also have a weekly delivery and pick up system 
in place for those that do not have home internet.  The blue recycle bin will also be outside as it was in 
spring for students who don’t have internet that need to drop off assignments.   
 
Students in vocational programming through RRTVA will receive program specific information from their 
instructor.  The province has recognized the requirement for on-site learning for specific programs and 
levels in order to access the specialized equipment and training required.  At WCMC our Culinary Arts 
students will be attending school daily throughout this remote learning period.  Carpentry level 2 
students will also be attending on site programming while the students enrolled in ICT (Introduction to 
Construction Trades) are required to learn remotely. 
 
We collected information in September in preparation for remote learning.  Students/families indicated 
if they needed a device for home use during remote learning.  These devices will be prepared and 
distributed Thursday December 17 (Green) and Friday December 18 (Gold) to students in their last 
period class of the day.  If your device needs have changed since September or you are unsure what you 
indicated, please contact the school before December 11.  We will be sending an email to those that 
indicated a need for a device later today with a link to the BLSD Technology Loan Agreement Form.  This 
form needs to be completed before devices are distributed. 



 
As noted in both this letter and the divisional letter, this period of remote learning is much different 
than what was experienced in spring.  During the January remote learning, the province has created 
remote learning standards for all schools to follow.  Work completed during the remote learning period 
can be assessed and included in final grades.  Based on the timing of this remote learning period and 
upcoming end of semester 1 it will be important for credit acquisition that students engage and connect 
throughout the remote learning period.   
 
Teachers will be sharing key information about the remote learning period over the next two weeks, so 
it is important that students attend school – provided of course that they are feeling well and not 
isolating.  We will be running some online connection tests Thursday and Friday of this week to allow 
students to test logging in at home and connecting with all of their classes.  Students with a home 
internet connection should plan to connect for each of their classes on the device they plan to use (if 
possible). Students should use this time to familiarize themselves with their home streaming abilities, 
microphone function, and possible webcam access so they can discuss any issues with their teachers 
before the December break. 
 
The recent announcement of remote learning for January has provided us some time to prepare.  While 
we will continue teaching and learning in person as per our schedule for the next two weeks, teachers 
will also be working with students to build an understanding of what to expect for the first two weeks in 
January.  Teachers and support staff will be onsite during remote learning and will let students know 
how and when they can be contacted outside of their live online instructional times.  If you have 
questions or concerns please contact the school. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Angela Pilkington 
Principal 
W.C. Miller Collegiate  
 


